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KINSELLA COURT, ALVIS PLACE, NORTH BEACH 
Grievance 

MS K. HODSON-THOMAS (Carine) [9.42 am]:  My grievance is directed to the Minister for Housing and 
Works.  From the outset, I have had some brief discussions with the minister on this issue.  However, the issue is 
larger than what we have discussed in the past.  I commend him for the action he has taken on this matter.  I 
bring this grievance to the attention of the house on behalf of my constituents who live at 18 Alvis Place, North 
Beach.  As I said, the minister is aware of the situation.  He has acted for and on behalf of a constituent of my 
mine, Ms Goode, who has received approval for a priority transfer closer to her family.  However, that is subject, 
of course, to availability.  I thank the minister for and on behalf of Ms Goode. 

The residents in the units at 18 Alvis Place have been experiencing ongoing problems with the plumbing at the 
property.  I have been told that the complaints go back many years and that, although the department has looked 
into the matter, no proper action has been taken to completely resolve it.  Residents frequently experience 
overflowing toilets and raw sewage being spread throughout their homes.  Problems occurred at one resident’s 
property three times within a month earlier this year, which indicates the seriousness of the problem.  As I said, 
although the Minister for Housing and Works advised me in March that the wastepipes in that unit would be 
replaced, I believe that the matter has not been resolved at another unit and that problems are being experienced 
by many residents living in these units. 

The minister has been advised that further wastepipe renewals at the site will be undertaken following a 
plumber’s investigation.  I would like a firm commitment from the minister that this assessment has been 
completed, and ask that a timetable of the works be provided to the residents and me so that this matter will be 
resolved once and for all.  The simple fact is that residents should not have to live like this.  I ask members to 
briefly consider how these residents have been affected.  Certainly no member in this place would like to live 
like that.  Members can imagine the inconvenience that would be caused if the plumbing, toilet, shower, kitchen 
etc were out of action at their home for more than four hours until a plumber was able to attend to fix the 
problem.  They can imagine also how distasteful it would be to experience the toilet overflowing in the bathroom 
and having raw sewage seep into the living areas.  Even after cleaning the areas the odours could probably still 
be smelt, and no doubt the floor coverings would be marked and damaged.  It is important to remember that 
health risks must also be taken into consideration.  Ms Goode suffered ongoing health problems.  That is why I 
acknowledged the fact that the minister was at least available to provide approval for her to be relocated when a 
vacancy occurs at another government property. 

No-one should have to live in these conditions.  The minister should ensure that a long-term solution is found 
and implemented properly to help the residents at Alvis Place, North Beach.  Many other properties operated by 
the Department of Housing and Works of a similar age and condition have received complete renovations.  I 
urge the minister to not ignore the residents living at this property at North Beach.  Perhaps this property should, 
in the longer term, be considered for a complete overhaul and renovation.  These matters are always difficult.  I 
am aware that other properties of a similar age may be given a greater priority.  I am advocating on behalf of my 
constituents because I believe that the many residents who live on the property need to be given some assurances 
about the long-term future of the property.  They would be provided with some comfort if they knew of the 
future plans for the property.  The minister might not be able to give an undertaking in this place today.  
However, I hope we can have open dialogue about the property and that the minister will consider further work 
being done on it in the long term.  It appears that when my office wrote to the minister on 1 March - I am sure 
the minister was the responsible minister at that time - 

Mr F.M. Logan:  Just about; I was very young and inexperienced! 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  It appears that my staff wrote to the previous Minister for Housing and Works.  I 
apologise to the minister.  I did not notice it when I signed the letter.  That is what happens when the staff, who 
do a very good job - 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  We all get caught. 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  We occasionally let a matter slip through to the keeper.  I apologise for writing to 
the former minister rather than the current minister.  I thank the minister for the promptness with which he 
provided Ms Goode’s approval to relocate and the work the minister was able to do for her.  However, as I said, 
this matter affects not only her property, but also the property of other residents in the complex.  I will appreciate 
listening to the minister’s comments today. 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn - Minister for Housing and Works) [9.48 am]:  I also appreciate the work that 
the member for Carine is doing on behalf of her constituents at Kinsella Court in Alvis Place.  It is a fine 
example of the type of work a local member can do. 
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Mr R.C. Kucera:  You will start a rumour about you two! 

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  When I see a good member acting on behalf of her constituents, I think it must be put on the 
record.  That is exactly what the member for Carine has been doing. 

I will provide some history on the issue that has been raised by the member for Carine.  The Kinsella Court units 
at Alvis Place in North Beach are a block of 96 Homeswest units that are getting on in age now, as the member 
has pointed out.  Most of the residents of the units are senior citizens.  Between 2002 and 2004 the Department 
of Housing and Works received 64 complaints from the residents about the sewerage system.  As the member 
pointed out, this has been an ongoing problem.  Until very recently the original drainage system was a leach 
drainage system, so it is not surprising that it has experienced ongoing problems.  It is an older type of unit built 
on sandy soil in North Beach.  The leach sewerage system was put in place 40 years ago before the suburb was 
connected to the main sewerage system.  In 2004, the Department of Housing and Works undertook a major 
overhaul of the drainage system because of the number of complaints it had received and connected the units to 
the main sewerage system.  That was completed in 2004 at a cost of $50 000.  Between October 2004 and May 
2005, there were a further 11 blockages.  As a result, a number of pipes were replaced.  Many of those pipes 
were replaced because of the points that were raised by the member for Carine, who wrote to the previous 
Minister for Housing and Works.  

Mr A.P. O’Gorman:  You’re an excellent minister. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  Thank you.   

In my response to the member for Carine on 31 March, I indicated that we had acknowledged the problem 
experienced by Ms Goode, who was referred to by the member for Carine.  As was pointed out by the member 
for Carine, it was a horrendous state of affairs.  The sewage was coming back up through the toilet and 
overflowing onto the bathroom floor and into the living area.  It was a disgusting situation.  The pipes were 
replaced very soon after the issue was raised by the member for Carine.   

I am sure the member for Carine will recall that she also wrote to me about Mrs Tarr.  I responded to her about 
Mrs Tarr on 17 March.  She had experienced similar problems.  Again, the sewage was coming up through the 
system and into her unit.  In responding to the member, I indicated that the pipes at Mrs Tarr’s unit would be 
replaced.  Unfortunately, the department has responded in a piecemeal fashion.  In one of her letters the member 
for Carine pointed out that the problem was caused by the invasion of tree roots.  The Department of Housing 
and Works gave a commitment to the member that that would be investigated.  It has been investigated, and a 
specialist plumbing contractor has been engaged.  Closed-circuit television technology has been used to go down 
through the piping system of the units.  As the member indicated, there is extensive invasion of the pipes by tree 
roots.  As a result, a scope of work has been drawn up by the Department of Housing and Works for the 
complete replacement of all affected pipes in the units.  The tenders for the contract, which is quite significant, 
will go out in June.  Construction on the replacement of those pipes will begin in July this year.  Because the 
member for Carine is probably wondering what will happen between now and the completion of construction, on 
behalf of the Department of Housing and Works I give her a commitment that any future blockages will be fixed 
within three hours of being reported.  I hope that will resolve all the problems, especially in the long term.   

Ms K. Hodson-Thomas:  Residents will feel some comfort from knowing that.  I appreciate that you have 
indicated that in the house today.  

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  My pleasure.   
 


